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COMPANION ANIMALS IN THE COMMUNITY 

NONPROFIT VETERINARY SERVICES 

WHS supports the provision of veterinary services to the public by both for-profit and nonprofit 

organizations, and opposes efforts to limit the ability of nonprofit organizations to provide these 

services.  In human health care, nonprofit and for-profit organizations have provided quality care 

alongside each other for centuries.  There is nothing unfair about either model; instead, providers 

choose one or the other for different reasons.  Practitioners in both models are equally capable of 

providing high-quality veterinary care.  The need for accessible veterinary care is so great, and so 

important to animals and families, that no one in the profession should attempt to reduce the supply 

by attempting to exclude other practitioners for competitive reasons.   

BREED-SPECIFIC LEGISLATION 

The Wisconsin Humane Society opposes legislation that bans or restricts particular dog breeds without 

regard to the temperament and behavior of individual dogs. These restrictions are contrary to science; 

difficult to enforce; ineffective in protecting public safety; and harmful to the dogs of impacted breeds 

and the people who love them. 

ANIMAL-RELATED PENALTY BILLS 

The Wisconsin Humane Society believes that increasing penalties for animal-related convictions is an 

ineffective tool to deter and address animal cruelty crimes and raises troubling issues of equity related 

to enforcement. Often these cases involve issues of lack of resources, mental health, and other 

challenges, and in these cases, support rather than punishment often leads to a better outcome for the 

animals and people involved. For the same reason, we do not support mandatory penalties, and 

instead support laws to allow judicial discretion in cases of animal cruelty or neglect. This discretion 

allows judges to evaluate the individual facts of each case and apply sentences based on those 

circumstances. 

COSMETIC SURGERY, DECLAWING & DEBARKING 

The Wisconsin Humane Society does not recommend cosmetic surgery that is performed solely for the 

purpose of owner convenience or to alter the animal’s appearance.  Such procedures include tail 

docking and ear cropping, if such surgeries are performed for nonmedical reasons. Owners who choose 

these procedures should ensure that the surgery is done by a qualified veterinarian. 
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The Wisconsin Humane Society is opposed to declawing cats and debarking surgery on dogs.  The 

Wisconsin Humane Society recommends alternative, humane methods to prevent undesirable 

behaviors. 

OUTDOOR CAT MANAGEMENT 

The Wisconsin Humane Society discourages cat owners from allowing their pet cats to roam free, but 

recognizes that free-roaming outdoor cats exist in our community and that there is a need to humanely 

control the outdoor cat population.   

The Wisconsin Humane Society believes that Trap-Neuter-Return is currently the only humane and 

effective method available to manage outdoor cat populations.  When properly implemented, TNR can 

reduce the number of outdoor cats in a location over time.  Additionally, TNR eliminates many 

nuisance cat behaviors like spraying, yowling and fighting.  Finally, TNR reduces the risk of disease 

transmission because the cats are vaccinated and altered.   

WHS is aware of opposition to TNR by wildlife advocates concerned about outdoor cats’ predation on 

birds and small mammals. As wildlife rehabilitators and advocates ourselves, we share their concern; 

this is why we discourage allowing pet cats to roam. Removal of individual cats from the environment 

actually increases populations over time because it leaves more resources for those who remain.  We 

believe that TNR, while not perfect, is the only practical and effective approach to outdoor cat 

management. 

POSITIVE REINFORCEMENT TRAINING 

WHS supports reward based, force-free pet training. because it: 

• Is more effective than other methods; 

• Is grounded in science; 

• Strengthens the relationship between animals and people;  

• Provides an environment where pets enjoy learning; 

• Minimizes fear, stress, and frustration; 

• Protects pets from pain and injury; 

We oppose any treatment, training, or training tool that causes psychological or physical pain or harm 

to the animal.   

SOURCES OF COMPANION ANIMALS 

The Wisconsin Humane Society encourages families to consider adopting a companion animal from a 

reputable animal shelter or rescue, either directly from the organization or at a store that partners 

with reputable organizations to host adoptions. Families seeking a specific breed should locate a 
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reputable breed rescue or breeder.  Pet stores who sell dogs and cats, rather than partner with 

shelters, are usually sourcing from commercial breeding operations and should be avoided. 

WILD ANIMALS AS PETS 

The Wisconsin Humane Society is opposed to the capture and deliberate breeding or hybrid-breeding 

of wild animals, either native or exotic, for the purpose of selling or maintaining them as pets. Most 

wild animals are protected under state and federal laws and cannot legally be taken from the wild or 

possessed by the general population. Further, wild animals have complex physical and behavioral 

needs, and these needs are difficult to meet when these animals are kept as pets.  In addition, some 

wild animals are dangerous and could put their owners or the community at risk. 

THE ANIMAL WELFARE FIELD 

PEOPLE-CENTERED SHELTERING 

We believe animal welfare organizations are most effective when they embrace a people-centered 

approach to their work.  Our statement of people-centered philosophy is:  

We believe that people want the best for animals. We partner with people to fulfill our mission 

using a welcoming, supportive, and non-judgmental approach. Together we’re able to identify 

barriers and help bridge gaps that may exist for animals in our community. 

“NO KILL” 

Animals in the WHS adoption program have as long as it takes to find a new home; we do not 

euthanize for reasons of space or time. We do not use the phrase “no-kill” because there is no 

universally held definition for it.  There are also sanctuaries and organizations who call themselves “no-

kill” but who do not uphold humane standards of care. 

OPEN ADOPTION 

The Wisconsin Humane Society uses and supports an open adoption approach that relies on 

conversation between prospective adopters and shelter staff to make adoption matches.  This 

approach stands in contrast to the traditional, time-consuming application process that results in 

approvals and denials, often without opportunity for conversation.   

Open adoption programs create partnerships and relationships, and increase available information — 

and thus help animals by allowing shelters to find good homes for animals quickly, allowing them to 

serve more animals. 

BACKGROUND CHECK LEGISLATION  

The Wisconsin Humane Society opposes legislation that would require background checks in order to 

adopt an animal.  While these bills are intended to protect animals, there is no evidence that negative 
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outcomes to animals would be prevented by background checks.  Instead, these requirements would 

create barriers to animals finding homes.  

FEAR-FREE SHELTERING 

The Wisconsin Humane Society endorses a Fear-Free approach that acknowledges the importance of 

considering the emotional wellbeing of animals.  Using a Fear-Free approach, WHS seeks to minimize 

fear, anxiety, stress, and frustration for animals in all interactions. 

ANIMAL TRANSPORT FOR ADOPTION 

The Wisconsin Humane Society supports high-quality programs that transfer companion animals from 

shelters in need of support to shelters with capacity and resources to find homes for them.  High-

quality transfer programs are those that assess and balance community needs and commit to best 

sheltering and transport practices in both the source and destination shelters. 

INTERNATIONAL TRANSPORT 

We are not opposed to international transport, but the complicated logistics, regulatory environment, 

medical risks, and expenses of international transport often mean that domestic transport has a 

greater impact for animals. In assessing international transport, we believe the reason for the transport 

is also important.  Some international transports, particularly to alleviate animal suffering in times of 

crisis, are valuable. Others are done because of a lack of understanding of cultural differences, and we 

do not support transport when it is done for this reason. 

DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION IN ANIMAL WELFARE 

We support organizational commitment to principles of diversity, equity, and inclusion in animal 

welfare.  We believe this commitment is especially needed in animal welfare, a movement that 

historically has intentionally excluded community members from marginalized communities and in 

poverty. We believe that equitable practices for people create the best results for animals. 

We describe our core value of equity in this way: 

The Wisconsin Humane Society believes we can achieve our mission only when we welcome all 

people to join with us. We strive to recognize the forces that have created inequity in our 

communities and our field, and respond to the impact of that inequity on animals and the 

people who love them.   

EUTHANASIA 

The Wisconsin Humane Society recognizes a responsibility for shelters to provide humane euthanasia 

for animals with significant medical or behavior conditions.  This decision must always be made with 

the utmost consideration of the animal’s quality of life. The procedure must be conducted in a manner 
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that is humane, respectful, and compassionate.  At WHS, euthanasia is performed solely in accordance 

with WHS policy and procedure, Wisconsin state law, and national guidelines.  

PEDIATRIC SPAY/NEUTER 

We support pediatric spay/neuter in animal sheltering.  We believe that given appropriate patient 

selection, veterinarian and support staff training, and equipment to care for pediatric patients, these 

are safe and effective procedures.  Benefits include shorter and less complicated surgeries, faster 

recovery times, decrease in unwanted behaviors, and population control.  Our goal is to decrease 

shelter intake and combat overpopulation and euthanasia of homeless dogs and cats. 

We acknowledge and advise that for privately owned non-free-roaming animals, the decision on timing 

of spay-neuter is dependent on many factors, including patient health and veterinarian discretion. 

EDUCATION 

 LIVE ANIMALS IN EDUCATION 

The Wisconsin Humane Society believes that the use of live animals in educational presentations and 

demonstrations can make a lasting, positive impression on children and adults.  Animals used for this 

purpose should be maintained in safe environments in accordance with their social and biological 

needs, and every effort should be made to minimize stress of the animals.  

DISSECTION OF ANIMALS 

The Wisconsin Humane Society is opposed to the dissection of animals.  WHS recognizes the 

importance of biology studies and medical education pursuits that seek to improve human and animal 

health. The Wisconsin Humane Society believes that alternatives to dissection of animals should be 

employed, especially when no new and substantive information will be gained to benefit human and 

animal health through the dissection.  

ANIMALS AS PRIZES OR AUCTION ITEMS 

WHS does not support the use of live animals as prizes or auction items, because these events 

commodify companion animals. 

ANIMALS IN ENTERTAINMENT 

ANIMALS IN ENTERTAINMENT AND SPORT 

The Wisconsin Humane Society opposes entertainment activities like circuses, roadside menageries, 

rodeos, and dog racing. These activities often subject animals to stresses and pain such as substandard 

living conditions, risk of injury, and potentially abusive training. 
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ANIMAL FIGHTING  

The Wisconsin Humane Society is opposed to any sport or event that involves pitting animals or 

humans against animals resulting in intentional injury or death.  Blood sports such as dog fighting, 

cockfighting, and bullfighting cause injury and suffering to the animals involved.   

ZOOS 

The Wisconsin Humane Society acknowledges that reputable zoos seek to benefit animals in the long 

term.  Zoos can serve to engage and inform the public, research important care and management 

practices for captive wild animals, and work to preserve endangered or threatened species. 

The Wisconsin Humane Society also recognizes the serious potential drawbacks of keeping wild 

animals in captivity for purposes that include entertainment. WHS believes zoos should do everything 

possible to mitigate these drawbacks and meet the biological, behavioral, and social needs of the 

captive animals.   

The Wisconsin Humane Society is opposed to substandard zoos, commonly referred to as roadside 

zoos and menageries.  Most of these attractions exist solely for public amusement and operate in a 

manner inconsistent with modern zoological practices. 

ANIMALS IN RESEARCH 

RESEARCH AND TESTING ON ANIMALS 

The Wisconsin Humane Society recognizes that animals have been used in research and testing toward 

the end of improving human and animal health.  The Wisconsin Humane Society also recognizes that 

such research can involve significant suffering by the animals used and that alternatives to animal 

testing should be developed and used whenever possible.  WHS believes that all testing involving live 

animals should prioritize humane treatment and respect for these sentient beings.   

The Wisconsin Humane Society encourages consumers to inform themselves about the impact on 

animals of products they purchase and to consider this in their choices. 

USE OF SHELTER ANIMALS IN RESEARCH 

WHS opposes the use of animal shelters as a source for research animals. WHS does not release 

animals for research purposes.  We do, however, support humane studies conducted within shelter 

environments to improve animal welfare and animal sheltering practices like improving stress levels 

while an animal is in a shelter environment.  Finally, WHS supports the donation by wildlife 

rehabilitation facilities of carcasses of wild animals whose death was unavoidable, for selected 

research and educational purposes with a goal of improving understanding of animals.   
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COMMERCIAL PRODUCTION OF ANIMALS AND ANIMAL PRODUCTS 

PUPPY MILLS AND MASS BREEDING 

The Wisconsin Humane Society opposes the mass breeding of dogs for the commercial pet market.  

Mass breeding operations, commonly known as puppy mills, are inhumane and often produce animals 

with health and behavior problems.   Many such operations produce puppies without concern for the 

physical, social, or emotional needs of animals in their facilities.  Isolation and lack of human contact 

often results in animals who are not properly socialized.  Animals at these facilities are commonly 

exposed to extreme weather conditions, lack adequate veterinary care, and are housed in filthy 

conditions.  

FACTORY FARMING 

The Wisconsin Humane Society believes that those responsible for farmed animals should continuously 

seek ways to improve their standard of care.  The Wisconsin Humane Society encourages consumers to 

learn how their animal-related food products were produced, and supports companies and products 

that use humane standards of care for farmed animals and promote consumption of plant-based 

foods. 

FURS 

The Wisconsin Humane Society is opposed to the farming, trapping, and killing of fur-bearing animals 

for the garment industry. Trapping and killing animals to produce fur garments and fur-trimmed 

objects causes immeasurable suffering and pain to wild animals.  Because many consumers are not 

aware of the cruelty involved in bringing fur products to market, the Wisconsin Humane Society 

supports efforts to engage the public to eliminate the demand for these products. 

WILDLIFE 

HUNTING 

The Wisconsin Humane Society does not support the hunting of any living creature for fun, trophy, 

profit, or sport.  However, the Wisconsin Humane Society recognizes the long history of hunting in 

Wisconsin, and accepts that this tradition will continue. 

We believe it is the responsibility of hunters to minimize the suffering they cause.  WHS opposes 

hunting techniques that cause excessive pain, such as steel-jaw leg traps, and techniques that cause 

harm to non-targeted animals, such as lead shot, or dogs used in wolf hunting.  

HUMANE COEXISTENCE WITH WILDLIFE 

The Wisconsin Humane Society encourages people to coexist humanely with wildlife, and opposes 

inhumane approaches to wildlife management such as killing or relocation. In order to adapt to living 

in increasingly human-altered environments, wild animals often seek sites such as chimneys, attics, and 
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eaves to live or build nests, while animals who previously lived far from human communities find 

themselves in closer proximity to people.  Relocating or killing animals in response to these situations is 

not only inhumane, but is also often ineffective.  Humane, effective methods exist to address almost 

every difficult interaction between people and wild animals.   

WILDLIFE POPULATION MANAGEMENT 

The Wisconsin Humane Society acknowledges that human intervention may be necessary to alter the 

number, distribution, or behaviors of some animals to prevent unwanted or dangerous behaviors, 

protect human and animal health and safety, and protect or restore ecological integrity.  We believe 

this intervention should be done in the most humane and compassionate way possible, addressing 

root causes as well as current issues. WHS supports population management approaches based on 

non-lethal methods such as habitat modification, public engagement and information, non-toxic 

repellents, behavior modification, animal exclusion methods, and animal contraception. 
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